The Western Railroader 


For the Western Railfan 





My Favorite Pail- Photo 


Your editor's favorite Railphoto of the recent 
WEEKEND ON THE NARROW GAUGE is this view of the 


train taken a few miles north of Keeler out on 
the desert. 





11, No. 12 OCTOBER 1948 


Number 109 








The Western Railroader 


For the Western Railfan 





oye ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
FRANCIS GUIDO SUBSCRIPTION RATE oe 
P. 0. BOX 668 i 
Sen Mateo, California Ten Issues for $ ieee 





Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 








Maybe It’s a Solution 


From the rank and file of railfans in both Los Angeles 
and San Francisco have come rumblings of an ever increasing 
demand for unification of efforts in the field of railfan 
excursions, Much of this stems from the reports of the 
successful operation of the Joint Railfan Trip Committee, Inc., 
operating in the New York area, Old timers in the hobby can 
recall the past efforts in the Bay Area to bring about pre- 
season planning of trips by the various groups so as to avoid 
conflicting dates and destinations, 

But if the publications coming out of the New York area 
are giving a true picture, new problems have come to the fore. 
The following editorial is reprinted from the Monthly Guide 
of the Joint Railfan Trip Committee and does not necessarily 
represent the views of this publication as it discusses a 
problem in New York. The lesson, however, will not be lost 
to local readers, 

"INFLATION and COMMERCIALIZATION" 
"As costs of everything rise there are continuted efforts to 
commercialize our hobby by the operation of mass--production 
"cut-rate" excursions under the name of railfan trips. Good 
trips are seldom cheap, and the "cut-rate" feature can be 
had only at the sacrifice of many of the details that make 
up good railfan trips, (resulting in) fewer photo stops, 
excessively long runs, avoidance of remote branches and huge 
crowds. 
"Certain carriers have declined to run railfan trips on the 
existing special train tariff, stating that they felt there 
was more money in commercial excursions and that the operat- 
ion of railfan trips, under the special train tariff, where 
the sponsoring organization can look for well-handled trips, 
for the edification and recreation of its followers tends to 
point up the deficiencies of the "mass--production" trips. 
Of course in time of inflation the apparently "cheap" price 
is a factor to many riders," 
"The Committee will continue its policy of planning trips to 
the places RAILFANS want to go, of planning GOOD trips, trips 
not likely to be available from any other source, and let the 
chips fall where they may." 
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THE WESTERN RAILROADER DECLARES DIVIDEND 


The generous cooperation of the railfan groups 
this past excursion season has resulted in a regular 
monthly issue of THE WESTERN RAILROADER instead of 
the ten per year originally planned. The successful 
operation will be passed on to the subscribers in 
the following manner: 


All subscribers at the ten for a dollar rate 
will receive the November and December issues as & 
bonus in addition to their regular subscription. 

Any renewals at the new rate prior to the first 
of the year will receive the November and December 
issues without charge. 


Our present plans for 1949 intend a full 12- 
month publication schedule. We will try to keep 
our position intact as the leading railroad monthly 
in the railfan field, 
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ITEMS FROM THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


The Spokane, Portland & Seattle put two more diesels into 
service this fall. One is a 2000-hp passenger for use between 
Spokane and Portland replacing a 3000-hp diesel which will be 
givided to make two 1500-hp units for use on the "Columbia 

iver Express" between Portland and Pasco. The other unit going 
into service is a 6000-hp freight locomotive which will be 
followed by five more 6000-hp diesels in March from Alco, 
Also expected in March will be a 1500-hp unit for the Portland 
~Seaside passenger run, 

The Northern Pacific has placed two 1500-hp passenger 
diesels in service between Spokane and Lewiston making all four 
trains between these two points diesel powered. 

The Union Pacific has put a 1500-hp Baldwin diesel on 
its Spokane-Wallace branch line run on a trial basis. 

, -- Philip C. Johnson 

The Oregon Pacific & Eastern serving 12 lumber mills 
in the Cottage Grove-Disston section has let a contract for 
the replacement of three wooden truss spans 80, 100 and 150 
feet long with steel structures, 

The old 40-year old street cars retired by the Portland 
Traction are been sold to the Barde Steel Company for scrapping 
at $105 each. Some 91 cars are scheduled to be scrapped 


VARIOUS SHORT LINE NOTES: 

The California Western has laid 110-pound rail from Summit 
to a point 4 miles west of Summit. -- Val Golding 

The Standard 011 Company electric equipment has been 
removed with motors 1, 3, 5 and 6 at a asphalt plant near 
Stege out of service. The number 4 is said to be held at 
Richmond for a railfan group headed by Jerry Graham and Val 
Golding among others, 

Modesto & Empire Traction engine number 6, 4-6-0, formerly 
San Joaquin & Eastern 201, has been scrapped at Modesto. 

Michigan-California Lumber Company now has its number 5, 
a shay, switching at Camino replacing the number 2, tiny shay 
so well known to fans who have visited the line. 
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Abandoned Street Car Lines 
Played Big Part In Growth 
Of Young San Francisco 

The network of car lines which 
provided early San Francisco with 
transportation was one of the import- 
ant factors in the development and 
growth of the young city. Horse cars, 
cable cars, steam lines and electric cars 
all had their part in the city’s expan- 
sion. 

Now four more of the street car 
lines which have been so closely inter- 
woven with the city’s history have been 
converted to buses, and the electric cars 
have been retired to make way for 
more modern vehicles. 

NO. 22 LINE 

Many old time Railway men remem- 
ber when the Fillmore Street line 
started operation in August, 1895. 
Single-truck cars of the “California” 
type provided service over the entire 
route from Bay and Fillmore to 16th 
and Bryant, including the two-block 
counter-balance section between Green 
and Broadway Streets where grades 
of 24 and 25!/, per cent had to be 
surmounted. At Green Street the cars 
were hooked onto the Fillmore Hill 
cable and ascended the hill to Broad- 
way where they were unhooked and 
proceeded to Bryant Street. 

After the United Railroads took con- 
trol in 1902, the line was cut into two 
parts, using double-truck cars south 
from Broadway and establishing the 
Fillmore Hill line with the single-truck 
“dinkies” running from Broadway to 
Bay Streets. During the Panama-Pa- 
cific Exposition, thousands of visitors 
to the Exposition rode the little cars 
up and down the steep hill. The 
quaint, short line remained in opera- 
tion until April, 1941. 

After the fire of 1906, Fillmore 
street cars were the first in the city to 
fesume operation, and passengers were 
carried free for the first few days. 
The early resumption of street car 
service at this trying time led many of 
the large department stores formerly 
located on Market Street to open tem- 
porary stores on Fillmore Street. 

During World War I the line was 
extended to 23rd and Kentucky (now 
Third) Streets, terminating at the Ken- 
tucky Street carhouse. When Third 
Street was widened, cars went only as 
far as 18th and 3rd. 
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Trolley Topics 




















NO. 25 LINE 


The No. 25 line, now known as the 
Mission-Bryant, was formerly the San 
Bruno line, which ran_ originally 
(1895) from 26th and Folsom Streets 
to San Bruno Avenue and Dwight 
Street. 

Around 1908 the line was brought 
downtown, and the inner terminal be- 
came Fifth and Market Streets. The 
outer end of the line was extended 
to the Five Mile House at Wilde 
Avenue in 1914, and later the line 
was again extended to Arleta. 

In 1935 coaches replaced street cars 


on this route, but in 1942 street cars * 


were reinstated, with coaches on 
nights, Sunday and holidays. The inner 
terminus was changed to the Ferry 
in 1945. 

Since December 5, 1946, when the 
“H” line was extended to cover the 
outer portion of the route, the No. 25 
car terminal has been at Army and 
Potrero. 





Cars of the old San Bruno line are pictured 
at the left. Upper picture was taken in 1905; 
lower picture shows car crossing Ocean 
Shore railroad tracks around 1912. The tracks 
have since been removed and the right-of- 
way converted to what is now Alemany 
Boulevard. Pictured at right are (above) 
Jackson Street cable car about 1886 and 
(below) a No. 3 car at the Presidio and 
California terminus of the line in 1910. 





NO. 3 LINE 

The outer section of the No. 3 
Sutter-Jackson line was formerly a 
part of the present Washington-Jack- 
son cable line. The original cable line 
ran from the Ferry to Presidio Avenue 
and was built in 1885 by the Powell 
Street Railway. During cable opera- 
tions cars were turned by means of a 


turntable at California and Central 
(now Presidio) Avenue. At this ter- 
minus connections were made with the 
Ferries & Cliff House steam railroad 
to the beach and, after February 1, 
1896, with the Sutro' Railway electric 
line for Sutro Baths. 

When the Jackson cable line was 
reconstructed after the 1906 fire, it 
went only as far as Steiner Street. The 
part of the line from Fillmore to Pre- 
sidio Avenue was made into an elec- 
tric line and became the outer end 
of the No. 3 line. 

On March 19, 1911, the first “Pay 
as you enter” cars in San Francisco 
were introduced on this line. Prior 
to that passengers seated themselves 
and dug out their fares at their leisure, 
while the busy conductor ran up and 
down the car collecting when and 
where he could. f 

Since October, 1946, motor coaches 
have served this route on nights, Sun- 
days and holidays from Van Ness and 
Sutter to the outer terminal’ 


NO. 4 LINE 

In the late 1880's the Sacramento 
Street.cable route of the Powell Street 
Railway was extended out Sacramento 
and Lake Streets to Sixth Avenue and 
across Sixth Avenue to Fulton and the 
Park. About 1901 these cable cars were 
terminated at Central (now Presidio) 
Avenue and Sacramento, using the 
“wye" into the old Sacramento Street 
car barn in place of a turntable to turn 
around. 

In 1904 the outer section of this 
line (west from Divisadero) became 
a part of the original No. 4 line, which 
then ran on Turk and Eddy Streets 
and north on Divisadero to Jackson. 
The blocks on Divisadero from Jack- 
son to Sacramento were covered by a 
shuttle service known as the Divisadero 
Extension. 

The Sutter-Sacramento route was in- 
augurated on June 16, 1935, running 
out Sutter, Fillmore, Sacramento, Lake 
and Sixth Avenue to Fulton. Since 
April, 1940, coaches have provided 
night, Sunday and holiday service 
from Sutter and Fillmore to the outer 
terminal. 











The Public Utilities Commission 
yesterday approved Utilities Man- 
ager James H. Turner's for 

abandonment of the No. inter- 
urban street car line. 





Turner is now renutrt with | line 
San Mateo county authori for 
car right- | from 


conversion of the street 
of-way into a timalted-es -access high- 

way from Holy Cross Cemetery to 
Burlingame. 


Satingune avenue, 


City to serve the area as 
far south as Holy Cross. 

other action 
taken yesterday: 





insula from Market and Van 
Ness, via either Valencia or Guer- 
rero, and out Bernal boulevard 
San Jose avenue. 








Fare Increase 
hets Ist Okeh 


Passed P.U.C., Now 
Up to Supervisors 


The Public Utilities Commission 
last night voted, 3-2, to support 
Utilities Mgh. James Turner's pro- 
posal for increased fares on the 
Municipal Railway. 

Phillip F. Landis, commission 
president and an appointee of 
Mayor Elmer Robinson, joined two 
commissioners held over from the 
Lapham Administration to approve 
the fare hike. The mayor himself 
appeared to argue against it. 

The Turner proposa) now goes 
to the Board of Supervisors. It 
provides for a basic street and mo- 
tor coach fare of 10c a ride. School 
tickets would be hiked from 3':c 
a ride to 50c. Cable car fares would 
be two-for-a-quarter “with a sou- 
venir ticket included.” 


VOTE DIVIDED 

Thomas G. Plant and Lioyd 8. 
Ackerman voted with Mr. Landis 
to support the fare increase; Sam 
McKee and Victor Swanson, also 
Robinson appointees, voted against 
it, 


The mayor declared: 

“I am of the firm belief that a 
fare increase at this time is neither 
necessary nor justified. I cannot 
favor a fare increase until] the 
service rendered the riding public 
of San Francisco can justify that 
' increase.” 


W. E. Butler 
Final Rites 


Final rites for Wilner E. But- 
ler, 86, who succumbed to:a 
heart attack aboard a railroad 
train near Chicago 7/13/48 

He was a retired motive 
engineer and resided in a hotel 
at 1515 Front. He had been a 
ldcomotive fireman and engine- 
man 42 years when he retired 
in. 1924. 

Mr. Butler was on his way to 
attend the Railroad Fair. He 
had the distinction, accorded him 
by the Brotherhood of Loco- 
motive Engineers as “the smallest 
engineer in the United States, 
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PLAN BACKED TO JUNK NO. 40 LINE 














- Muni Line to 





Abandon Its 


Carbarn at Turk, Fillmore 


streets is being 

Sult of the railway’s bus conversion 

program. 

Utilities an Sap S. Se- 
closing 


The Fillmore barn is the second 
to Se chandened os 0 tent of the 

way modernization program, The 
Haight street barn was sold earlier 
this year for $53,500. 


A Network 
Of Subways 





rhe said the Fillmore-Turk 
property probably will be sold soon. 


Peninsula Transit 
Plans Under Study 


Losses on-No. 40 Line 
Bring Suggestions 
Alternate methods of imp 


Traffic Expert Also 
Plans Freeways in 
Long-Range Program 


A subway-freeway network 
to ease the flow of traffic in 
and around San Francisco has 
been proposed by Charles E. 
DeLeuw, the city’s transit con- 
eultent. | 





San Francisco-San Mateo County 
commute service were under study 
by officials of both counties today. 

With the future uncertain for 
the existing No. 40 streetcar line, 
which Jost $11,348 in March, these 

jes were ted to the 
Public Utilities Commission for 
consideration : 

Asuggestion of Frederick Peter- 
son, San Matéo County manager, 
that the No, 40 right of way be 
paved and widened for use of both 
autos and rapid transit buses or 
trackless trolleys. 

CHURCH-ST TUNNEL 

A phase of Mayor Elmer E. Rob- 
inson’s long-range transportation 
program, as a substitute, involving 
a tunnel through the Church-st 
hill to feed trains of streamlined 
streetcars to the downtown district 
via Berna] Cut and the abandoned 
Southern Pacific right of way to 
the Peninsula. 

A series of suggestions by Wil- 
liam H. Scott, manager of the Mu- 
nicipal Railway, for revising the 
present No. 40 operation. 

He said the line could be aban- 
doned in favor of bus operation, 
rehabilitated at a cost of $3,500,000, 
abandoned south of South San 
.Francisco on the premise Pacific 
Greyhound Limes could be persu- 
aded not to compete for patrons,on 
the remaining portion of the ine, 
or converted into bus-streetcar op- 
eration, with new equipment cost- 
ing two million dollars running on 
rails south of Daly City and ex- 
press buses north of Daly City. 





transportation cil. 
That report called for a rapid 
rail transit subway under Market 
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NEWS FROM SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Pacific Electric has been operating 3 and 4 car specials 
fe the Los Angeles County Fair at Pomona out of Los Angeles, 
his is the first time since the war that rail passengers 
have been carried east of Covina, except for railfan excursions, 
Recent departures from the San Bernidino dead line have 
been Santa Fe 1420, 1230, 241, 9037 and 9047 which went east 
for expected scrapping. -- Jack Whitmeyer 


SANTA MARIA VALLEY DIESEL GOES INTO SERVICE 
Santa Maria Valley Railroad has put its new diesel electric 
switcher into service, It is a 600 h.p. switcher numbered 10 


on the roster, It was built by General Electric #30019 in July, 
1948, -=- Ed Wrrer 


© & ARIZONA EASTERN GETS ENGINES BACK 
- —~ former SD&AE engines which were taken into the South- 
ern Pacific roster just prior to the war have been returned 
to the SD&AE and relettered and renumbered, SD&&E 20, 4-6-0, 
which was SP 2385 and SD&AE 104, 2-8-0, which was SP 2720 have 
been restored to the SD&AE roster. SP 1153, 0-6-0, is work- 
ing in the SD&AE yards at San Diego. -- Middlebrook & Willey 


PE AND S.P. SWAP DIESELS : 

The three SOUTHERN PACIFIC diesel switchers which the 
PACIFIC ELECTRIC acquired a few months ago are now lettered 
Pacific Electric, but continue to carry their SP numbers 
fe 1011, 1021 and 1022, -- Jack Whitmeyer 

Three PE diesels, 1650, 1651 and 1652 are in service at 
Yresno on the SP. 1650 is assigned to the Sanger grape 
switching on 24 hour duty. -- Stanley Snook 


N. W. P. USING S. P. 4-4-0 . 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC 1500, 4-4-0, is now on the NORTHWESTERN 
PACIFIC having arrived at Tiburon August 10th. The last 
4-4-0 operating on the SP was used on the NWP work train, 
though feports are that she is headed for the Northern division, 


HAMMOND LUMBER TRUCKING TO RAIL-HEAD a 

The Hammond Lumber Company on Humboldt. Bay has abandoned 
its track north of Crannel to the woods and trucks now bring 
the logs to Crannel for rail shipment to the mill at Somoa. 
Their shay, number 32, has been taken to Eureka and scrapped, 
Engines 17, 2-8-2T, and 31, shay, are still in the same spot 
out in the woods where they were cut off by. the fire almost 
two years ago. == Stanley Borden 


Some of the stranded log cars have been brought down to 
Samoa on trucks, but it is doubtful if the engines can be 
brought out without dismamtling, Number 12, 2-6-6-2T is 
being used on the Crannel-Samoa log train while number 16, 
2-8-2, is being used on a work train tergring up the line,north 
of Crannel, Number 11, 2-8-0, is still shedded at Samoa, 

-- Bob Willey 
USE OF NEW DIESELS REVEALED 

Proposed use of the new diesel-electric locomotives recent- 
ly ordered by the SOUTHERN PACIFIC will be as follows: 

30 6000-hp freight locomotives---Odgen to Sparks 

10 70-ton switchers--Branch lines principally in Oregon 

40 1000-hp switchers--general switching service 

15 1500-hp road-switchers--13 in branch line service 

2 in transfer service 
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Lephyr Sleepers 
To Start Arriving 


In answer to the many queries 
received from readers as to 
progress of construction cf cars 
for California Zephy trains, The 
list below shows cars received 
and estimated delivery of others. 


Baggage Cars 

All baggage cars ordered have 
been received and are now on 
the Western Pacific line. They 
are: Silver Beaver (No. 801) and 
Silver Stag (No. 802.) 

Vista Dome Coaches 

Seven W.P. Vista Dome coaches 
were ordered and all have been 
received. They are: Silver Dol- 
lar (No. 811), Silver Feather (No. 
812), Silver Palace (No. 813), 
Silver Sage (No. 814), Silver 
Schooner No, 815), Silver Scout 
(No. 816), Silver Thistle (No. 
817). 

Standard Sleepers 

Seven standard sleepers (ten 
roomettes, six bedrooms) are on 
order. None have yet been re- 
ceived. However, estimated de- 
livery date is listed for four of 
these cars as follows: Silver Pali- 
sade (No. 864) estimated deliv- 
ery September 27; Silver Range 
(No. 865), September 28; Silver 
Arroyo (No. 861), September 29; 
Silver Canyon (No. 862), Sep- 
tember 30. 

The other three cars of this 
class under construction but no 
delivery date set, are: Silver 
Mountain (No. 863), Silver Bay 
(No. 866) and Silver Surf (No. 
867) 

Also on order are two standard 
sleepers of 16 sections each. They 
are: Silver Palm (No. 871) and 
Silver Poplar (No. 872). None 


have been received and no de-|| 


livery date given as yet. 
Buffet-Dormitory 


he 
Two ordered, none yet receiv- 


ed, no definite delivery date. 
Cars of this type under construc- 
tion are: Silver Chalet (No. 871) 
and Silver Hostel (No. 832). 
Diners 

Two on order, none received, 
no definite delivery date. Cars of 
this type under construction are: 
Silver Plate (No. 841) and Sil- 
ver Platter (No. 842). 

Observation Sleeper 

Two on order. None yet re- 
ceived. No definite delivery date 
set. Cars of this type under con- 
struction are: Silver Crescent 
(No. 881) and Silver Planet (No. 
882). These observation sleep- 
ers contain three bedrooms and 
one drawing room each. 
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department of the Western Pacific 
Railroad. 

It was revealed the Denver & 
Rio Grande would discontinue 
the present schedule of Train 39 
on October 10 and as a result, that 
train will arrive in Denver at 8:20 
a. m. as at present but will not 
leave Denver until 2 p. m., with a 
7 a. m. arrival at Salt Lake City. 

Eastbound, the Exposition Flyer 


New Schedule Set for Exposition Flyer; 
Trains 1 and 2 to Discontinue Oct. 10 


The discontinuation of Royal Gorge trains 1 and 2 on 
October 10, and the creation of a new schedule for Exposition 
Flyer trains 39 and 40, was announced by the passenger traffic 





will leave Salt Lake at 8:30 p. m. 
instead of 8 p. m., and will arrive 
in Denver at 11:59 a. m. instead of 
11:50 a. m. There will be no 
changes on the Burlington be- 
tween Denver and Chicago in 
either direction. 





August 26, 1948 











New Color on WP ) 
Freight Diesels Is 
Safety Measure 


Western Pacific's fleet of 5400 
H.P. Diesel freight locomotives 
are getting that new look. The 
powerful four-unit, 901 class en- 
gines are being painted a red- 
orange color with black stripes 
is the color finally decided upon 
by roadway, transportation and 
mechanical employes and officials 
as the best from a safety stand- 
point. 

According to Edward T. Cuy- 
ler, assistant to superintendent of 
motive power in charge of Diesel 
operation, the orange and black 
color is visible for the greatest 
distance with more contrast to 
surrounding scencry. The new 
color has received the hearty ap- 
proval of roadway employes and 
enginemen. 

Several color schemes have 
been tried during the past four 
years with the final d be- 


W.P. fo Take Part in Huge Feather 
River Canyon Power Project 


The assembling of Western Pacific work trains will get 
under way soon for movement to Tobin and Rock Creek 
in the Feather River Canyon where W.P. forces, under 
supervision of Grant S. Allen, assistant trainmaster, will 


begin to move rock at the site of 
one of the two dams being con- 
structed by the Pacific Gas & 
Electric Company at a cost of 
$62,000,000. 

When the dam at that point is 
completed, it is feared the water 
will seep back against the em- 
bankment along the Western Pa- 
cific tracks and, rising and lower- 
ing, will have a tendency to wash 
out the embankment and in time 
the rails. Therefore, W. P.’s part 
in the project will be to haul big 
rocks out of the Tobin quarry to 
the site of the dam, a point about 
48 cars west of the west switch at 
Merlin. 

These rocks will be used to 
build a wall approximately 30 
feet thick up to the expected high 
water mark. This wall will ex- 
tend to a point about one mile 
from Rock Creek. 

Two shifts will be worked per 
day and an estimated 60 to 80 
cars of rock will be hauled daily. 

More than 1,700 men are now 
engaged on the project along a 16 
mile strip of canyon where two 
complete hydroelectric plants are 
being built simultaneously. The 





ing orange and black. 

To date locomotives 901, 903 
and 909 have been repainted. The 
905 is now in Sacramento Shops 
being dressed up with the new 
look. Other locomotives of this 
class will be brought into the 





shops until] all have been re- 





painted. 


Eight 


pleted plants will have a gen- 
erating capacity of 270,000 horse- 
power. 

The project includes construc- 
tion of two diversion dams: Rock 
Creek Dam, approximately two 
miles below Belden, and Cresta 
Dam, 11 miles downstream 





THE WESTERN PACIFIC REPORTER 























